
Willam Sinnott

PRACTICE AREA: LITIGATION

William Sinnott is a partner in Barrett & Singal’s Litigation practice. He has almost thirty years 
of legal experience as a line and supervisory municipal, state, and federal government attor-
ney, as a successful private practitioner, and as a teacher and leader in the legal community. He 
advises and advocates for a diverse range of individuals and organizations including healthcare 
and pharmaceutical institutions and employees, contractors, universities, and government of-
ficers.

Bill most recently served eight years as the Corporation Counsel of the City of Boston where
he was head of the Law Department. In that capacity, he and his staff represented the City, the
Mayor, the City Council, and all City Departments in all litigation and other legal matters. His
law experience before that was principally as a prosecutor, including eleven years as an Assistant
U.S. Attorney in Boston, during a period of which he served as Chief of the New England Orga-
nized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force. As an Assistant U.S. Attorney, Bill tried dozens of
cases in federal court involving narcotics, gang, organized crime, weapons, and financial crime
violations. While serving as a state prosecutor, Bill represented the Commonwealth in hundreds
of matters before appellate and trial courts. As a private practitioner, Bill secured judgments
totaling millions of dollars in several Superior Court trials.

Bill has also had a distinguished military career spanning 32 years with the United States
Marine Corps, from which he retired as a Colonel. This included active duty tours in Bosnia
and Iraq, among other assignments.

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

Rappaport Center for Law and Public Service at Suffolk University, 2014 Public Service Award
Massachusetts Municipal Lawyers Association, 2013 President’s Award for leadership in
municipal law
Honorary Degree: Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Doctor of Public Administration, Honoris
Causa, awarded in 2012 for service as Trustee, 2005-2011
Boston Bar Association, President’s Award for service in support of Diversity and Inclusion
Committee’s Mentoring Program
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Willam Sinnott

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

Corporation Counsel, City of Boston, Massachusetts, 2006–2014
Assistant United States Attorney, United States Attorney’s Office, Boston, Massachusetts,
1990-2001
Assistant District Attorney, Norfolk County, Massachusetts, 1985-1989

EDUCATION

Suffolk University Law School, Boston, Massachusetts, J.D., 1985
College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts, B.A. in Classics, 1979
Boston Latin School, Boston, Massachusetts, High School Degree, 1975

COURT / BAR ADMISSIONS

Massachusetts
United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit
U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts

SERVICE AREAS

Healthcare litigation; Pharma/Healthcare fraud; Scientific misconduct; Defense procurement
fraud; Professional licensing and disciplinary; Public corruption; Export violations; Municipal
Law and Elections; National Security Law; Civil Rights Defense

INDUSTRIES

Healthcare providers; Hospitals; Biomedical/Life sciences; Universities; Exporters; Government
Officials and Candidates; Government contractors; Law Enforcement; Medical devices; Pharma-
ceutical; Pharmacies/Pharmacists; Physicians; Professional services; Scientists; Transportation
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PRESENTATIONS & PUBLICATIONS

Keynote Speaker, MCLE Twelfth Annual Municipal Law Conference (2014); Massachusetts Bar
Association’s In House Counsel Conference (2011); Boston Municipal Research Bureau Monthly
Meeting (2006); and numerous other academic, bar advocacy and community group meetings
Mayor Menino and the Law as an Instrument of Change, September, 2013
http://bostonbarjournal.com/tag/corporation-counsel-bill-sinnott/
Occupy Boston: Lessons Learned Massachusetts Municipal Law Quarterly, Summer 2012
(Sinnott)
Sinnott: Being “Comfortable with Chaos” and Leading by Example, August, 2013
http://tippingthescales.bbablogs.org/tag/bill-sinnott/
 
CIVIC & CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES

Founding Co-Chair of Boston Bar Association’s Committee on Legal Services for Veterans,
Military Personnel and Families (2009-2010).
Elected Council Member, Boston Bar Association (2009-2012)
Original member of BBA’s Diversity Task Force (2009)
Executive Council Member, Boston Lawyers Group (2006-2014)
Appointed by Governor as Trustee, Massachusetts Maritime Academy and served as Chairman
of Governance Committee (2005-2011)
Elected Board Member, Civil Affairs Association of the United States (1998-present)
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REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

• advised City officials on all legal facets of Occupy Boston and led the City’s successful litiga-
tion in superior court resulting in a peaceful and legally-defensible conclusion to the encamp-
ment in Dewey Square.

• advised City officials, including the Mayor and City Councilors, on Voting Rights Act and  
other legal concerns surrounding the re-configuration of Boston electoral districts, leading to 
a widely-accepted and commended redistricting plan that was enacted without legal  
challenge.

• oversaw and coordinated many months of investigation by federal law enforcement agencies 
and prosecuted numerous defendants in multiple trials and pleas in federal court resulting in 
the dismantling of a violent urban drug-trafficking gang.

• coordinated with United States and European law enforcement and diplomatic offices to in-
vestigate, arrest and extradite members of an international heroin-smuggling ring resulting in 
prosecution in federal court and lengthy prison sentences.

• prepared and litigated in superior court on behalf of a young man rear-ended by a commercial 
vehicle and suffering from a debilitating pain syndrome, resulting in a multi-million dollar 
jury award.


